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ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS
ATLANTA PROFESSIONAL CHAPTER
Meeting Minutes – General Meeting
August 06, 2009, 7:00 PM --- GA Tech SEB Bldg, Room 122
Attendance

Eric Chang, Heather Bowman, Byers Rogan, Andrew Parks, Richard Leclerc, Darrell Vaughan, Crystal Pendergrass, Iago Vazquez, Jessica Sharpe, Eddie McCallum, William Britt, Marc Simmons
Topics Discussed
· Partnership with Filter Pure, Inc.— Filter Pure, Inc. www.filterpurefilters.org ,a non-profit manufacturer of proprietary ceramic water filter technology based out of the Dominican Republic and Tanzania , has approached EWB Atlanta with several engineering-related needs it has as well as a continued partnership if EWB Atlanta takes on this assignment.  The needs are related to Filter Pure's ongoing standardization process that will prevent newly started factories from manufacturing and distributing faulty filters, which must be constructed to exacting specifications in order to work at all. This would not be considered an official project since it is of a smaller-scope consulting nature and since EWB USA is not currently accepting new projects.  However, it would be an official EWB Atlanta collaboration. 

 

Primary needs include CAD drafting for new factories and components, as well as putting together related specification, O&M, QA/QC, and Health & Safety Manuals.  Note that Filter Pure would work closely with EWB Atlanta with the scope of these tasks, particularly with respect to providing all necessary information needed for production of drawings and manuals.  In other words, EWB Atlanta would not be solely responsible for conducting extensive research on components, processes, etc.  

 

Interest has already been generated by organizations such as the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and The Clinton Foundation.  This is a perfect opportunity to not only assist in the startup of new factories worldwide, but also the creation of jobs, economic growth, and health improvements.  It is also a prime opportunity for EWB Atlanta to gain more recognition and growth.  

 
Iago Vazquez volunteered to be project manager with assistance from Heather Bowman.  Several people have already expressed interest in being part of the team.  For more information contact Iago or Heather at ivazquez@spsu.edu or heather.bowman@ch2m.com. 
· Southeast EWB Region Call:  Andrew Parks attended the SE EWB Region conference call.  Topics discussed:

· Financial transparency needs to improve.  EWB – USA is looking into making balance sheets available to donors.  Chapters can put financial information on their websites.  

· EWB – USA is looking for professional mentors to partner with the student chapters.  If anyone is interested in being a mentor for the GT Student Chapter or other EWB chapters, contact Andrew Parks at andrewparks2000@yahoo.com. 
Jamaica Project

· Update: Design of road is basically finished.  We are currently trying to raise money to implement the project this year.  Marc Simmons has developed a task list.  Contact Marc below if interested in a copy.  We will need to work closely with the community to ensure that all supplies are ready upon team arrival.  
· National Organization of Jamaican and Supporting Organizations (NAJASO) Convention: EWB-ATL sponsored a booth on the Saturday of the convention to discuss the Jamaica project.  Feedback seemed positive. 

· Travel Issues:
· Each person traveling will need to get travel insurance before departing.  Patriot International is one option for insurance.  We will look into getting a group rate.

·  Cara will look into potential opportunity with Delta to receive donated plane tickets for the trip.  We have to submit an application online three months before the trip.  

· We encourage people wanting to travel to ask company for funding.  The chapter does not have funding for travel.  
· If you want to travel and don’t have a passport, you need to submit an application now.  
· Travel can be staggered.  For example, a few people can come earlier and then a few people can come a few days later.  
· For more info: For more information on the Jamaica project, join the Yahoo Group (www.groups.yahoo.com and search for EWB-ATL-Jamaica) or contact the project manager, Marc Simmons mtsimmons@pbsj.com .\
HAITI PROJECT

· Update: Conducting a visit August 10-15th.  The goals of the trip are as follows:
· Verify production rate of wells.  
· Survey elevations and proposed pipe route.  A surveyor will be part of the team.  
· Will look at possibility of drilling a well right next to the cistern to avoid having to install solar power pumps.

· Conduct a more in-depth health assessment of the village.  A doctor will be part of the team.  
A UN film crew will accompany the team.  A USAID representative will also meet with the team during the trip.  
· Fundraising: Byers Rogan has volunteered to head up fundraising for the Haiti project.  Need to raise $15,000 for the installation of solar power pumps.  HERO, the NGO, is funding a significant part of the project.  If anyone would like to assist in fundraising activities for the Haiti project contact Andrew Parks at andrewparks@2000@yahoo.com . 

· For more info: For more information on the Haiti project, contact the project manager, Andrew Parks, at andrewparks2000@yahoo.com .  
Upcoming Events
· General Chapter Meeting September 3rd at 7 PM. GA Tech SEB room 122.
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