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ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS
ATLANTA PROFESSIONAL CHAPTER
Meeting Minutes – General Meeting
October 17, 2008, 7:00 PM --- GA Tech SEB Bldg, Room 122
Attendance

Kimberly Coke, David Ashley, Byers Rogan, Andrew Parks, Eddie McCallum, Krishna Maddi, Eric Chang, Pete Romocki, Moses Nyaribo, Thioro Ndiaye
Topics Discussed
· Recent Events: The screening of the water documentary FLOW was well attended. Eric organized a panel discussion which was held after the movie.
· Jamaica Road Project Update: Thioro gave a summary of the last Jamaica project meeting. It was decided that the road would not be crowned but would instead slope at 2% towards the drainage ditch on the uphill side. The date and time for the Atlanta area road test section are still TBD. Pete asked whether renters in the community might be displaced if road improvements caused the rent to increase. Eric will ask Sheila about this. Krishna mentioned that KCOBA sponsors a yearly event for the Atlanta area Jamaican community. Eric will investigate the possibility of EWB-ATL participating in this event. It is still very important that we compile a cost estimate, which will help with fundraising, and that we complete the design drawings so that they can undergo a peer review. For further updates and information, everyone is encouraged to join the project’s Yahoo account by going to www.groups.yahoo.com and searching for EWB-ATL-Jamaica.
· Haiti Water Project Update: Andrew gave a slideshow on the recent assessment trip to Los Palis, Haiti. This project is being done in partnership with Bruce Goddard and HERO, http://www.herononprofit.org . Four people went on the trip: Andrew Parks, Harvey Toub, Bruce Goddard, and Mary Jane Makatos(?). They spent 5 days in Haiti, of which 3 days were spent in Los Palis. The community currently receives water from a spring-fed cistern. The 2-mile pipeline from the spring to the cistern is exposed and leaking and half of the public fountains that get water from the cistern are broken. This has lead to severe water shortages. In addition to the cistern, some people get water from wells which have hand-pumps.  The cistern is chlorinated but testing revealed that the wells were contaminated. Some homes have point-of-use filter buckets that were provided as part of a previous project, but these are expensive and are often not replaced after failure. The group is considering various improvements to the water system, such as drilling new wells and installing solar powered pumps. If you would like more information on the project contact Andrew at Andrew.Parks@arcadis-us.com .
· Miscellaneous: EWB-USA Investments: Pete asked whether EWB-USA invests the money that is held in their accounts, or whether local chapter accounts can earn any interest. No one at the meeting knew, and Krishna will follow up with EWB-USA.

· Miscellaneous: 2009 Executive Committee: We will solicit nominations for next year’s executive committee at the November General Meeting and hold elections at the December General Meeting.

Upcoming Events
· General Chapter Meeting November 6th at 7 PM. GA Tech SEB room 122.
Minutes sent on 10/17/2008 by eddiemccallum@yahoo.com .
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