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Engineers Without Borders - Atlanta is a non-
profit humanitarian organization that partners 
with developing communities worldwide in order 
to improve their quality of life. This partnership 
involves the implementation of sustainable 
engineering projects that communities can own 
and operate, thereby allowing them to take an 
active role in breaking their own cycle of poverty.
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What is Poverty?



POVERTY
the state of one who lacks a usual or socially acceptable 
amount of money or material possessions

Webster
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RELATIVE POVERTY
poverty defined by reference to the overall standard of 
living in any given society



ABSOLUTE POVERTY
poverty defined in terms of the minimum requirements 
necessary to sustain a healthy existence

RELATIVE POVERTY
poverty defined by reference to the overall standard of 
living in any given society



EXTREMEPOVERTY



EXTREMEPOVERTY
The most severe state of absolute poverty, reserved for 
those living on less than $1.25 a day.

World Bank
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-ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ςπϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ɉρȢτ ÂÉÌÌÉÏÎ 
people) live in extreme poverty.



,ÅÔȭÓ ÐÕÔ ΑρȢςυ Á ÄÁÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ 
for the average American.



4ÈÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÓÐÅÎÄÓȣ

ÅBottled Water

ÅAlcohol

ÅTobacco

ÅMagazines

ÅCosmetics

ÅFurniture

ÅCable/Satellite TV

ÅEntertainment

ÅCredit Card Debt

$0.20 per day

$1.23 per day

$0.83 per day

$0.13 per day

$1.47 per day

$4.13 per day

$1.42 per day

$6.24 per day

$6.02 per day



Worldwide Disparity in Distribution of Wealth and Poverty
Nations Sized by Land Area



Worldwide Disparity in Distribution of Wealth and Poverty
Nations Sized by Population Living in Extreme Poverty



Worldwide Disparity in Distribution of Wealth and Poverty
Nations Sized by NationalWealth (GDP)



Is there hope?



According to world poverty trends, 
ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÉÓ ȰÙÅÓȱȦ



What is making this possible?



What is making this possible?

Å Implementation of the UnitedNations Millennium Development 
Goals

Å Increasing social and economic globilization

ÅRising availability of low-cost medicine

ÅBetter opportunities for education

ÅHumanitarian, non-government, and non-profit organizations

Å.ǳǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅΧ



ȣ×Åȟ ÁÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ

Rock Star Doctor/Anthropologist ActorSoftware Developer

Politician Queen Actor Engineer

EconomistNun Diplomat Politician/Lawyer


